
*[a€f;tT-
Cc-1

NAVAL SHOW OF
orce o !to

units are in the Mediterranean

ASSISTAT.JT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
wAsHtNcroN.D.c.Eo3or e

^6+4 b7 z Crr"l tq"q" f&r. L) 8 January L9?6

t-2oo76/767?*o1'g

OFP ANGOLA. We believe a naval show

Zr<rUV
IT{TE'NATIOTTAL

r:cr.rnrrv erilrR;

MEUORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Angoran Poricy optLons -- AcrroN MEI*{ORANDUU 3

fr_ _":terioration of the FNLA,/UNITA position in. Angola andthe movement of three soviet ships a destroy€rr a crestaguided missire cruisbr and an Lst - toward or-inio engotanwaters has rai6ed_the guestion of p"="iui" ui *iiit"Ivcounteractions. The attached NSC memorandum ror ltre-ires.ident(Tab a) raises and illscusses a nurnber of such actions. rsAhas examined the'possible options identified.
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v (the closest US navaI
some L2=13' steaming days from

lg- li : 0E3t
sEC nrlr coNTS No.. x_

I rhe soviets prob.srv wourd not view any us ships other. than a carrier as a threit to thelr vessers or to the sovietposLtion in Angora and coul-d b" expect---t" ,"r"-pJirtr."r' capLtal ln the third world'by char'gint us neo-coronialism.

pre ate, for there.would. be noof ontation which would trigger strong domestic and intei_pat opPpsition- r therefore-recomn,end 
"t=""giv "gainsi.it.

Angola) and could be coun terproductive--particularl y i.f wesent a carrieir , implyins tht'Eat of direct intervent iotr. Whileit would .be we lcomed by South Africa and Zaire many moderateAfrlcan states might be apprehensive tha t a US-Soviet confron-tation was deve loping over Angola. lloreover, most. of thetwenty African countries that have recognized the lrtpLA wouldreaet with hostili ty to what thdy w6uld view aE a US at temptto upset a legi timate Iy constltu ted government.
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' pRESSUREET_QII_IgEA. A show of force in the Caribbean,
ir or naval units to the area, d.Is-

of a battallon landing team to the v lcinity of Guantanamo
or i.ncrease l.n frequency of reeonnalasance flights, also is

idered unpromislng. Piesident Ford and Sacretary KLssinger

of Cubate action vis-a.vis Ango1a is s;rong and growlng within
the Latin American countiles; any US show of force at this ..

tlme could serve to. Iessen this resentn:::rt anr:l tuin current
Goncern lnto empathy for Cuba. .-

.r, Surveillance of the Soviet-Oruf3f units
6iri apf-eiLs to haire sone valtre, 'although
the lhe Mg$.iterranean limite the tineli-'nesa e'there. .Deplolrment of 2-6 destroyers
would be required to conduct general surveillance of the three
Soviet vessels noVl in the area, and additipnal veesetr-q or coor-
dinated air. sweepb would be necesaary to.shadow or'trail them
closely.. A brief listing of ship and US haval air aseets,
prepared by the Joint Staff, .is attached (Tab B).

el P-3 surveillance of the Cresta, ASW CruiBer off northwest
atrica' could be mounted from i,ages br Rota 'on' short notice af ter
.a deciqion to divert P-3's stationed there from their assigned
tasks. As5uming British agreement to use Ascenslon Island,

.l1-nited surveilltu,rce against.the Soviet units in the GuIf of
Girinea or off Congq,fAngo1a could be mounted within 35-48 houre.
Othef l{aritine Patrol assete could be tasked to augrment these
aLrciaft, if required.

a .:' .:

,, Based on the foregoing I recommend strongly against ehows
of force either off .Ango1a or in the Caribbean. Surveillance
of S6viet units off norttrwest Africa and Angola could be mounted--
lnltially with aircraft and, subsequently, with naval vessels
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the Mediterranean-
to the Soviets

E€r Gabon, and South Africa. It would
the first direct'US military involvement
be expected to'generate adverse reaction
and domestic elements.

(U) .,foint Staff concurs.

Acrin#3! tti "fllt$,e rary
Internaliona1 Sec.i::i.Li' jiffairs

Enclosures - 3
Tab A, NSC Memorandum
Tab B, Soviet Naval Movements and Survel_Ilance
Tab C, Angolan Update'

Dlstrlbution:
Orig - Adflee
c-c: DepSi:cDef Ellsworth

Chalrnan, JCS
OASD: LA
OASD: PA
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RC Reading
NA Chron
NA Reading
DASD Noyes
ASD./ISA
.PDASD/rSA

Prep: John A. Reed, ilr.
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AfrReg/ISA
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-and would serve to give a siqnal of US
rNIfiTuNr:FA,and mild encouragement to

however represent
in. Ango1a, and. could

F from some congressional
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